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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain in this vote. 
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So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table.
f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I take this 
time for the purpose of inquiring about 
the schedule. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I yield to 
my friend the distinguished majority 
leader for the purpose of discussing the 
schedule for the coming week and per-
haps the weeks thereafter. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman from Maryland 
yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will convene 
on Monday at 12:30 p.m. for morning 
hour and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 
We will consider several measures 
under suspension of the rules. A final 

list of those bills will be sent to Mem-
bers’ offices by the end of today. 

On Tuesday, the House will convene 
at 9 a.m. for morning hour and 10 a.m. 
for legislative business. We may con-
sider additional legislation under sus-
pension of the rules. We also hope to 
have the conference report on H.R. 6, 
the Energy Policy Act of 2003, ready for 
consideration. 

In addition to that, there is a chance 
that we could consider a number of ap-
propriations conference reports, as well 
as the Department of Defense author-
ization conference report. 

Members should also be aware that 
we will likely move a continuing reso-
lution next week, as the current one 
expires on October 31. 

Finally, I would like to make all 
Members aware that we may be work-
ing into the late evening on Tuesday as 
we work to complete these important 
pieces of legislation. I urge Members to 
plan accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be happy to an-
swer any questions the gentleman may 
have. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the majority leader 
for his information. 

Just to reiterate for the Members, 
am I correct that we will have votes 
starting at 6:30 on Monday? 

Mr. DELAY. That is correct. 
Mr. HOYER. Then we will be going in 

at 9 a.m. on Tuesday? 
Mr. DELAY. That is correct. 
Mr. HOYER. Which is different, a lit-

tle earlier. I thank the gentleman for 
that. 

The continuing resolution, Mr. Lead-
er, you point out there will be a con-
tinuing resolution that, perhaps, will 
be considered next week. The current 
one goes to October 31. 

Can you tell the Members what date 
you contemplate the continuing resolu-
tion going to? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will 
yield further, we have not consulted 
with everyone yet, and certainly we 
will consult with the minority, but in 
talking to the other body, our goal 
would be to complete the first session 
by November 7. So, hopefully, the con-
tinuing resolution would match that 
timetable. 

Mr. HOYER. So am I correct then 
that the contemplation would be that 
the CR that we would consider next 
week would go until November 7? I 
know that is not firm, but is that your 
current thought, that that would be 
the objective? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the gentleman yielding further. 
We are talking to the committee now, 
and really have not decided what that 
would be. I would assume that, at the 
very least, the CR would be until No-
vember 7, but there may be other CRs 
under consideration. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
with respect to the appropriations con-
ferences, I know the chairman is on the 
floor, but could the leader tell us which 

conference reports are most likely to 
be on the floor and will those be, I take 
it, single in nature, that is to say, a 
conference report on one of the appro-
priations bills, as opposed to an omni-
bus bill or a multiappropriation bill 
piece of legislation? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will 
yield further, this is a very difficult 
thing to predict with any level of cer-
tainty. It does appear that the more 
likely candidates for conference re-
ports are the four appropriation bills 
that are now in conference. Off the top 
of my head, I think they are Labor-
HHS, Military Construction, Energy 
and Interior. The other body has not 
passed six of their remaining appro-
priations bills. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, I 
will certainly not ask you which party 
is in charge of the other body. That 
might not be an appropriate question 
on the floor of the House. But having 
said that, Mr. Leader, the chairman, 
again, being on the floor, I am on the 
Labor-HHS committee, and I have not 
attended any meeting of any con-
ference committee on the Labor-HHS 
bill. You say it is in conference. Where? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will 
yield, I am not advised as to any meet-
ings that are going on. I am sure I can 
convey the gentleman’s interest in 
going to meetings. I know of his love 
for meetings. But we have encouraged 
the Committee on Appropriations to 
get these conference reports done.

b 1445 

All we can do on our side: our Mem-
bers are ready to go. The other body 
has their own problems that I cannot 
discuss here, but as soon as we can get 
the two sides together, hopefully, they 
will have those meetings and the gen-
tleman will be invited. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I am sure if it is up to the 
chairman of the Committee on Appro-
priations I will be; but in a non-
humorous, but still friendly way, we 
are very concerned on this side, Mr. 
Leader, when we hear you announce 
that there are conferences going on, 
that conference reports may come out 
and, to our knowledge, we have not 
been invited to any conferences. We 
have not sat down to try to resolve dif-
ferences in the bills. 

As the gentleman knows, the labor-
health bill in particular was very con-
troversial on this side of the aisle. We 
want obviously to participate and try 
to resolve those differences and try to 
address those deficiencies that we see. 
Therefore, in light of the fact that we 
are going to be leaving tonight, tonight 
is Friday, not coming back until Mon-
day night, and if we have a conference 
report, presumably that has to come 
out and the staff work is going to be 
done, because we cannot have a con-
ference Tuesday morning or Monday 
night; no conference has been called as 
far as I know on the labor-health bill, 
and we cannot have the committee 
staff do its work between Tuesday 
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morning if we had a conference and 
Tuesday afternoon, that just will not 
work, for us to consider the conference 
report. 

So we have a concern on our side of 
the aisle, Mr. Leader, in terms of how 
conferences are being carried out and, 
frankly, the definition of what a con-
ference is now-a-days. A conference 
seems to be the appointment of con-
ferees on either side of the aisle, and 
then the ranking Republican, either of 
the committee or subcommittee, meet-
ing with the ranking Republican or 
Chair of the committee or sub-
committee in the other body; and that 
is now called a conference. That may 
be a meeting of your side of the aisle, 
but it is not our perception that that is 
a conference as we have historically 
known it. 

When we were in charge, frankly, I 
did attend on a regular basis con-
ferences with both sides of the aisle, 
with my ranking member when I 
chaired the Subcommittee on Trans-
portation, Treasury and Independent 
agencies, and where the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) and his 
ranking member attended when they 
had conferences. I do not mean that 
they did not discuss things, but I think 
it is appropriate for us to voice that 
concern. 

Next, on the Iraq supplemental which 
we have just passed, do you expect a 
motion to go to conference next week 
on that? I yield to the leader. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
the other body is prepared to complete 
consideration of their bill, hopefully, 
this afternoon; and assuming they fin-
ish and request a conference, I would 
expect us to be able to appoint our con-
ferees when we return next week. 

Mr. HOYER. The gentleman men-
tioned also, Mr. Leader, reclaiming my 
time, the energy conference report. 
How likely is it that we will have that 
on the floor next week? Is the gen-
tleman pretty confident that that will 
be here? I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, from all of 
the numerous meetings that have been 
held, it is my indication that progress 
on that bill has been very encouraging. 
A lot of hard work has been done on 
the Energy Policy Act, and we have 
every expectation that we could con-
sider that bill next week. 

If the gentleman will further yield, I 
would just point out to the gentleman, 
as the gentleman knows and the other 
Members, but especially to the new 
Members to this body, when we get 
into an end-of-the-session like this, 
these things are very hard to predict. 
Once a decision is made on a bill, it 
could usually come straight to the 
body for a vote, but sometimes these 
bills take quite a bit of time to work 
out the differences between the two 
Houses. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the gentleman for 
that information. I would reiterate, 
having discussed with the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL), who is, 

of course, the dean of this House and 
has 50 years of experience in this 
House, his concern that he is not sure 
what is going on in the conference on 
the energy bill. He is not sure what the 
schedule is on the energy bill. Neither 
his staff nor he know what product is 
going to be reported out. 

Again, we are meeting next week for 
maybe, if we go late into the night, 
maybe 10 hours, 15 hours next week, 
and without really having had the op-
portunity to be fully involved in that 
conference. As a result, if that hap-
pens, our conferees on our side are not 
going to have any time to consider 
that substantively, not to mention the 
Members who will not have time to 
consider it in a very substantive way. 

So I do not think there is any way to 
solve it now, because as far as we 
know, there have been no meetings of 
the conference scheduled. We have not 
been noted for conferences either Sat-
urday, Sunday, or Monday. So that if 
something is going to happen, it appar-
ently is going to happen without a for-
mal meeting of the conference if that 
conference report comes to the floor on 
Tuesday. 

I do not know whether the gentleman 
wants to comment on that. That is just 
our concern, Mr. Leader. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield. 

Mr. HOYER. I am glad to yield. 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, the gentle-

man’s concern is duly noted. And as 
the gentleman knows, at the end of a 
session like this, there are conferences 
and meetings going all over the place 
trying to get these bills wrapped up for 
the end of the session, and formal no-
tices and appropriate notices will go 
out in a timely fashion so that Mem-
bers will have time to understand what 
is in these bills before they vote on 
them. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I am not sure how that is 
going to happen, Mr. Leader. I hope it 
happens. I hope the gentleman’s rep-
resentation is carried out, but it is 
hard to see in the next 72 hours how 
that can be effected, not counting the 
balance of today. 

In any event, can the gentleman tell 
me if the gentleman expects the con-
ference report to include the Clear 
Skies initiative? Does the gentleman 
have knowledge? 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, is the gen-
tleman asking me if the Clear Skies 
initiative is going to be in the energy 
conference report? 

Mr. HOYER. Yes, sir. Does the gen-
tleman know that? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will 
yield. 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
knowledge and have not been advised 
as to what is in the conference report 
that has not been completed. So when 
I know, the gentleman will probably 
know. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know, but I do know that our conferees 

again who have not been included in 
the discussions are very concerned 
about an issue that is rumored to be in-
cluded in the conference report that 
has not been debated at all by either 
the conferees or by the House. So I 
raise that concern and would hope that 
the gentleman would raise that con-
cern with the Chair of the conference 
committee. 

I know today is the day the congres-
sional Republican leaders have articu-
lated as the day that they would com-
plete the conference on the Medicare 
prescription drug bill. Could the major-
ity leader bring us up to date on the 
status of that and when, if the gen-
tleman expects between now and No-
vember 7, for that conference report to 
be brought back to the House. I yield 
to the gentleman. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding. On the 
Medicare conference, a lot of meetings 
have been held. Progress is being made. 
But as the gentleman knows, this is a 
very, very complicated issue with a 
whole lot of different, moving parts; 
and it is a very difficult issue to bring 
together. But even with the time frame 
that we have and have laid out, as far 
as timing as to when we might be able 
to finish that, I really cannot tell the 
gentleman with any degree of, any 
level of certainty. Work is going on. 
Those that want a bill are working 
very hard to get one, and we just hope 
that they can get it done before the 
end of this session. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, of course, as the gentleman 
knows, we all would like to have a bill; 
but there are, obviously, differences of 
opinions as to what ought to be in-
cluded in that bill, which always 
makes the legislative process difficult 
and time consuming. But this is an-
other example, Mr. Leader, whereon 
Mr. BREAUX and Mr. BAUCUS on the 
Senate side have been included, to 
some degree, in the conference. How-
ever, on this side, none of our Members 
have been included in meetings related 
to the policies that ought to be in-
cluded in the conference report. 

I have mentioned now the appropria-
tion bills, the energy bill, and now the 
prescription drug bill. It is of great 
concern to us that there is an obvious 
pattern of not including the minority, 
who are appointed conferees by the 
Speaker, not including them in discus-
sions. And in light of the fact that 
there are no meetings formally of con-
ferences and are not noted for con-
ference meetings, it is impossible for 
us to know, A, what is going on; B, to 
have input; and, C, reach any kind of 
an agreement which might make the 
passage of prescription drugs, child 
care tax credits, an energy bill, appro-
priations bills, or any other legislation 
on behalf of the American public, made 
easier. I do not know if there is any-
thing further the leader can say on 
that. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, the Members will 
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have every one of their rights pro-
tected when it is time for the con-
ference to formally act on a bill. Cer-
tainly they will be included. As the 
gentleman knows, around here, the 
meetings that are being held in dif-
ferent areas and in different subsets of 
Members are being held with Members 
that want a bill and are trying to get a 
bill done, rather than to obstruct a 
bill. And Members’ rights are always 
protected whenever they want to 
change a bill, substitute it, or what-
ever; and in the formal meetings of a 
conference, they can do so. But it 
wastes everybody’s time, quite frankly; 
the reason for a conference committee 
is to be small with just a few Members 
so that we can work it out and get it 
done in an expedited manner. So those 
meetings are being held with Members 
who want to get a bill to the floor and 
to the President. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I do not want to be very 
confrontational, and I do not think 
these colloquies ought to be 
confrontational; I think it is a good 
discussion, but I think the gentleman 
needs to know honestly our view on 
this. 

Let me remind the gentleman of the 
Patients’ Bill of Rights. It passed the 
106th Congress of this House with some 
60-plus Republicans. However, the gen-
tleman indicates that conferences are 
being held with people who want to 
pass a bill. The Speaker, as the gen-
tleman knows, appointed over two-
thirds of the Republican conferees who 
voted against the bill, and that bill 
never came out of conference. We were 
not surprised. In the 107th Congress, we 
were precluded from having a bipar-
tisan bill because the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) concluded that 
he was going to withdraw from discus-
sions with the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. DINGELL) on that. 

So with all due respect, Mr. Leader, 
if you make a judgment that you are 
not going to include people that you 
think do not have the same view that 
you have or that your chairmen have 
or that your Chairs of subcommittees 
have, then calling them conferences, 
we believe, is not appropriate. They 
may be meetings; they may be meet-
ings of the Members of your side of the 
aisle who have responsibilities for the 
bills, but they are not conferences in 
any classic sense of bringing together 
the two Houses and all of the conferees 
who were appointed by the Speaker, 
not by us. 

Conferees are appointed by the 
Speaker. We are not given any notice 
of hearings, we do not attend any hear-
ings. And for the gentleman to say that 
people are meeting, we do not doubt 
that. We think the gentleman is abso-
lutely right. We hear about those meet-
ings. We read about those meetings. We 
read about the large conference on the 
energy bill when the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN) and Mr. DOMEN-
ICI get together and talk. We think 
that is appropriate. They ought to do 

that. They need to do that. It is their 
responsibility. But it is not a con-
ference from our perspective. And there 
is not an opportunity for us to sit down 
and represent the point of view that we 
bring to the table, that we have been 
elected to put forth. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I am glad to yield to my 
friend. 

Mr. DELAY. I would just remind the 
gentleman, again, that formal con-
ferences are held. When the formal 
work of the House, through its con-
ference committees are to be done, at 
that particular time, Members that op-
pose the bill will have all of their 
rights protected, and they can go to 
those meetings and participate in the 
conference process. 

But in order to get a bill, particu-
larly a bill as complicated as an energy 
bill or the Medicare bill, it has never 
been, even when the gentleman’s party 
was in the majority, it has never been 
the practice of having big, huge con-
ference meetings and debates on a 
daily basis or a regular basis. These 
things are worked out with those who 
want a bill and then presented to the 
full conference in the light of day so 
that people can express themselves, 
and it is brought to this floor for fur-
ther debate. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the gentleman for his 
observation; and, obviously, he and I 
disagree as to how this process oc-
curred when we were in charge and how 
it is occurring now. But the gentleman 
and I have both had the privilege of 
being on the Committee on Appropria-
tions for many years.

b 1500 

Mr. HOYER. The gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DELAY) is now, as the ma-
jority leader, not on the committee be-
cause he has been elevated to his 
present position. But the gentleman 
and I have sat in many conferences to-
gether, he on one side of the aisle, me 
on the other side of the aisle, in which 
we had probably 30 members of the 
Committee on Appropriations from our 
side, usually eight or nine from the 
majority side, 12 or 15, so 20 to 25 Mem-
bers, and discuss issue by issue and go 
through it. That is what we expect the 
conference to be, because that is what 
we expect the democratic process pro-
vides in a conference committee to re-
solve differences that might exist. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, would the 
gentleman yield? I just remind the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) in 
that particular case the gentleman is 
absolutely right. But everyone sitting 
at that table, at the time, wants a bill. 
And they work hard to get the bill 
rather than try to kill a bill. So, it is 
very easy to work in that configura-
tion as the appropriators usually do. 

And when everybody comes together 
and everybody knows that they are 
trying to get a bill and want a bill to 
be brought to the House, they are in-

cluded. And it is no different than any 
other conference. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I want to assure the majority 
leader we want a prescription drug bill. 
We have been fighting for a prescrip-
tion drug bill, but that does not nec-
essarily mean we want your prescrip-
tion drug bill. We want a bill that has 
the support of the majority, the Amer-
ican people, and that we believe we can 
have. We are fighting for such a bill. 

We want an energy bill. We think 
this country needs an energy bill, cer-
tainly in light of the August 14 black-
out in the northeast. We think we need 
to address that issue. 

So let me assure the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DELAY) that we want to see 
these bills passed. But let me also as-
sure the gentleman that if the condi-
tion preceding to having a conference 
in which we are included is saying that 
we will agree to it as it passed the 
House, if we oppose it, that is neither a 
reasonable request on your part, I be-
lieve, nor is it the expectation of either 
side that they be included in a con-
ference only on a condition that they 
will agree to what the leadership wants 
to do. 

I think we have probably discussed 
this sufficiently, but it is a real con-
cern that we are not including both 
sides in these conferences. Because on 
the energy bill, I do not believe there 
has been a conference nor does the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) as 
we understand a conference. But we 
have a different view, perhaps. 

Mr. Speaker, unless the majority 
leader wants to make additional com-
ments, I would yield back the balance 
of my time.

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 20, 2003 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 
12:30 p.m. on Monday next for morning 
hour debates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman 
from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the business in 
order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
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